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A+ Announcement                                                                                                          
By Adriana's Leon 

 

 Do you remember how we applied for the A+ application? Well just in case you weren't here the day they called 
Mrs. Winkelmann, we are now an A+ school!  I asked Miss Jan some questions about that day. 

 

Why didn't Mrs. Winklemann just tell us over the  intercom, “Well a new telephone system was installed  this past 
week, there was too much excitement to try and stop to figure out how to use the intercom, so another idea came 
to Mrs. Winkelmann’s mind. She decided to have a fire drill to announce to all the students and staff at once that 
we were now an A+ school!” Miss Jan told me. 

 

   “Mrs. Winkelmann told Mrs. Buckle and Mrs. Thompson first because of 
all the work they put into the writing the application. Lots of hugs,                
congratulations and happy tears  happened when she walked into the          
classrooms to tell them the good news,” said Miss Jan. “I was crying too!” 

 

When did you find out? With the school or when she found out? 
“Mrs. Winkelmann called the A+ judges and I heard her shout in celebra-
tion from her office! She was very emotional and super proud of Brisas. We   
always knew we were an A+ school this just proves to everyone else what 
we already knew in our  hearts!” 

Llama, Llama Kissing Drama?           
By Ryan Lerma 

Stinky, weird, fuzzy and cute to touch were just a 
few of the descriptions given by this years lucky 
winners of “Kiss the Llama” contest. Hundreds of 
students came to see  the teachers keep their 
promise to kiss the llama. Just like in past years the 
awesome students of Brisas raised enough money 
to include our great leaders, Mrs. Winkelmann and 
Mr. Katsiris. Other teachers were quoted as saying 
“it was like kissing any other pet, smelly,” and 
some were a little grossed out by the llama’s teeth.        
Students cheered as each teacher went up to take 
their place by the llama. Sometimes the llama 
looked more nervous then the teachers. Well    
another year, another animal went by, what could 
be in store for next year? 

 

DUNK  TANK                                                                                
By Reva Raman 
Did you go to the carnival? Well I sure 
hope you did. There was so much  fun 
activities to do and participate.           
My  favorite was the Dunk Tank       
because we had an  opportunity to dunk 
a teacher. Some of the teachers you 
might have dunked included, Mrs. Winkelmann                    
Mr. Katsiris, Ms. Dibble, Mrs. Kann, Mrs. Carrillo,                     
Mrs. Audsley, and Mrs. Blanc. The dunk tank area  was            
soaking wet and water was spraying everywhere. There was a 
long line. Most of us in the line got a chance to dunk our 
teachers. I want to thank the  teachers, who let us dunk them, 
and our parents who took us to the carnival and got the     
tickets for us to have so much fun.  

 Everybody I saw was enjoying themselves at the carnival. I 
hope that people who missed it this year will come to the   
carnival next year to enjoy all the fun.  



Secretary’s Day                                                                         
By David Gomez                                     
When you are late to school or have to drop something off at the 
front office, you probably see two ladies up there.  They are like 
the glue that holds this school together. Students may think these 
two ladies have an easy job, but read this article and find out 
more. Mrs. Pinkus is the attendance clerk and her job may not 
seem difficult, but it kind of is. She has to make sure the kids are 
at school or not and if a student has too many absences she 
needs to contact the parents. Mrs. Genniva is also a very busy 
lady and her job is also a very important part of Brisas. Don’t 
forget Secretary’s day is coming 
up so if you see them thank them 
for all their hard work they do for 
our school.  

THANKS to Mrs. Pinkus and 
Mrs. Genniva!!!!!! 

Cute Mother’s Day Crafts 
By Katelin Rugg                   
Your mother always looks forward to 
Mother’s Day. We all want to make our 
moms and grandmothers feel special!           
If your stumped on gifts to give them,             
here is your chance to give them something 
homemade: 

• You can take tissue paper and pipe 
cleaners and make flowers! 

• Do your chores without being asked. 

• Make a big banner for your mom. 

• Give her breakfast in bed. WITH 
HELP! 

• Take a brown bag and decorate it 
and put love notes in there for your 
mom. 

• Get her a gift card and wrap it with 
something creative that you made. 

•  Take your mom out to breakfast at 
her favorite place. 

• Let her do what she wants with no 
disruption. 

• Tell her how much you appreciate 
her. 

• Make a card to show your love! 

Your mom and grandma do tons for you. 
Mother’s day is a way to show how to        
appreciate them and what they do for you!  

Have a great Mother’s Day! 

ART WALK                                                
By Breana Iorio 
Did you go to the Art Walk? In case you missed all the fun, I in-
terviewed some of your classmates to tell us what they thought! 
Bella said she loved the Mallet Masters performance. She thought 
the art was pretty and she loved the art stations the best.                                                                                             
Emma also loved all the different art stations. She is in              
Mallet Masters and got to play with all of her friends.                    
Ms. Reyes loved seeing all the wonderful kids artwork and kids 
s h o w i n g  p a r e n t s  a r t w o r k  t h a t  t h e y  d i d .                                             
Daniel said he thought the art walk was really cool, his favorite 
part was the mallet masters. He thought the 1st grade art                    
masterpiece was awesome. Drelyn loved everything about it!                            
Josh thought it was just awesome. Ivah said there were lots of 
snacks and some drinks it was fun and her mom got to look at 

her artwork.  

Teya loved the necklace she made at the  
activity stations and the art people made. 
Zuriah liked performing with the Mallet 
Masters for the art walk. Zuriah thought 
the artwork was neat and fun to look at. 



Junior Achievement                     
By  Madison Davis 

Junior Achievement’s JA  BizTown is a place where students run a 
town for a day.  It’s small and  part of the junior achievement non-
profit organization. It gives 5th graders a chance to learn real world 
money saving skills. They fill positions like CEO, CFO, Mayor, sales 
manager, IRS agent, reporter, stock manager, shop owners, contrac-
tors, builders, cashiers, lawyers, and many other real world jobs. There 
is a lot of studying before the experience  happens. They learn how to 
write checks and take out a loan and invest in a business. They learn 
separate lessons on the economy and how the business industry 
works. When students get to JA BizTown they are put straight to work 
to show a profit of 100 dollars by the end of the day. 

Book Review “Wonder Struck”                                                                   
By Miranda Heinrich 
                                                               
If you liked The Invention of  Hugo Cabret by: Brian Selznick, then you will love Wonder Struck.                                                                                    
Cleverly told in words and pictures, the book is another favorite to many readers! I loved it!                                                                                            
Ben is a boy without a mother or father. He doesn’t remember ever  having a father and his mother had 
recently died. He lives in a house full of memories that his uncle and aunt now own. Ben partly wishes that 
they wouldn’t sell it. But when Ben finds a mysterious book titled  Wonder Struck and 
puzzling clues about his family history, Ben sets off to find the father he never knew of.                                                                
Rose is a deaf, lonely child who dreams of a mysterious actress whose  life she tells about  
in a scrapbook. She just sits in her room using the papers of books to fold buildings and 
making boats with notes on them. But when a startling headline of the mysterious actress 
is seen by Rose, she runs away to find her dream actress. Ben’s story is told in words, 
and Rose’s is in detailed  pictures. The two stories, set fifty years apart, will slowly       
intertwine into each other to make one exciting mystery. Read to see what happens         
during the time that they meet up! It will leave you wonder struck! 
                                                



Schools Then and Now                                                                                 
By Zoe Weisberg                                                                                
Schools. We think of them as places where we go to learn and 
meet new friends. This is correct. Some kids may think schools 
are boring and pointless, and maybe you think teachers are mean. 
Well, if you think about it, schools now are no where near as 
strict as schools then, or should I say “School Houses.”                 

School houses are from long ago. Even before some of your 
grandparents were born! They were from the very early 1900’s 
and all the way back to when schools were first made. “Now 
what is a school house?” Well a school house is just a school, 
except it was only one room, and the size of a small church. All 
the grade levels were merged together into one. Can you imagine 
that?                                   

School houses had desks that weren’t hollow. They had ink in-
stead of pencils, and black boards instead of Smart Boards. Kids 
usually would learn things above or below their grade level since 
they were in the same class with all other grades higher and lower 
than them. Did you know that school house teachers could NOT 
be married? So you would never hear someone call their 
teacher “Mrs.”                         

Back then, if you were disrespectful, or even get an answer 
wrong, you would face cruel punishments that include a whack 
from a hickory stick very swiftly, some teachers would have stu-
dents sit on the wall wearing a dunce cap, and some would make 
a kid stand on one leg in the corner for a long time! Now “Think 
Times” don’t seem so bad .                                 

 So what did they learn back then?  Well for one thing they didn’t 
call math “math”, they called it arithmetic. Teachers taught       
simple things that we pretty much learn now such as arithmetic, 
writing, grammar, and reading. In high school they learned Latin, 
Greek, Mathematics,  History and Language Arts. The schools 
also taught lots of discipline, obedience, and were very strict on 
punctuality. 

 Some kids would walk miles just to get to the nearest school 
house. Some kids who had families that owned a farm would 
have to stay home to work instead of going to school. Also, some 
families couldn’t afford shoes, so they would go to school bare 
foot! 

 Wow! Schools back then were tough! Very different from what 
we have now. Did you know the playground was separated by 
girls and boys! Well now you know lots abut school life back 
then. Can you think of 5 differences of schools then and now? 

The Celebrity Shoot Out                            
By David Gomez 

March 3, 2012 was the Jack in the 
Box Celebrity Shoot Out and all the 
proceeds went towards the Phoenix 
Suns charities. Right when I walked in 
I saw 101.5 Jams and 98.3 radio         
stations were there.                                     
Before the  celebrity game began the 
famous singer JoJo sang the national 
anthem and let me say her voice was 
beautiful.                                                   
There were tons of actors and              
celebrities that were there such as 
Frankie Nunez from Malcom in the 
Middle, Ronnie from Jersey Shore 
and T.O or also known as Terrill 
Owens. There were also more people 
and Jordan Sparks winner of           
American idol was the coach for the 
purple team.                                             
During the breaks they had                        
performances, from the Solar Squad, 
Suns cheerleaders, and old Grannies. 
The Solar Squad had a very good and 
choreographed  performance and had 
the crowd clapping. The cheerleaders 
danced, but it was more like                      
gymnastics.                                                   
The Grannies were hilarious, they 
danced to a “LMFAO song, and it 
was a very funny performance.       
Jason Durulo was there but it was             
unfortunate that he couldn’t perform 
due to a neck injury. 

 


